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As We Gather 
If the Lord describes Himself in Scripture as our “Shepherd,” it follows that we, as those who belong to 
Him, are His “sheep.” And true to our broken nature, we’ve all wandered from our Shepherd’s care, 
assuming we can find our own way. But while we can never find our own way to eternal life, we can 
certainly find our own way to everlasting death. We all stand in need of rescue, so we thank our Good 
Shepherd that He has come to save us! His death and resurrection are proof that He never gives up on 
us! He pursues His wanderers, finds us, claims us, and carries us home, so that He can care for us and 
fill us with His love and mercy. 
 
Prelude “Rondeau” J. Mouret 
 
Opening Hymn “Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us” #711
1 Savior, like a shepherd lead us; 

    Much we need Your tender care. 
In Your pleasant pastures feed us, 
    For our use Your fold prepare. 
Blessèd Jesus, blessèd Jesus, 
    You have bought us; we are Yours. 
Blessèd Jesus, blessèd Jesus, 
    You have bought us; we are Yours. 

 
2 We are Yours; in love befriend us, 

    Be the guardian of our way; 
Keep Your flock, from sin defend us, 
    Seek us when we go astray. 
Blessèd Jesus, blessèd Jesus, 
    Hear us children when we pray. 
Blessèd Jesus, blessèd Jesus, 
    Hear us children when we pray. 

 

3 You have promised to receive us, 
    Poor and sinful though we be; 
You have mercy to relieve us, 
    Grace to cleanse, and pow’r to free. 
Blessèd Jesus, blessèd Jesus, 
    Early let us turn to You. 
Blessèd Jesus, blessèd Jesus, 
    Early let us turn to You. 

 
4 Early let us seek Your favor, 

    Early let us do Your will; 
Blessèd Lord and only Savior, 
    With Your love our spirits fill. 
Blessèd Jesus, blessèd Jesus, 
    You have loved us, love us still. 
Blessèd Jesus, blessèd Jesus, 
    You have loved us, love us still. 

 Text: Hymns for the Young, 1836, 4th ed., London, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

Invocation 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION Isaiah 53:6 
P As sheep who have wandered from the Shepherd, we all have turned from the Lord in 

disobedience to His commands. 
C All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way; and the Lord has 

laid on Him the iniquity of us all. 
P Confident in the love of our Good Shepherd for those who have wandered from Him, let us confess 

our sins to God our Father. 
  
We pause to remember our sins before our gracious Heavenly Father… 
 
 



P We pray together, 
C Good Shepherd, we are Your wandering people. We need You to find and care for us. We need 

Your love. We need Your forgiveness. Guide us back into the fold of Your care, and for Jesus’ 
sake, cleanse us of our sins. Create in us humble hearts to worship You in truth and follow Your 
Word, which alone gives us life. Amen. 

P In the mercy of almighty God, we are redeemed by Jesus Christ. In Him, our Good Shepherd, who 
laid down His life for us all, we are fully and freely forgiven. Receive this forgiveness today as you, 
like wandering sheep, are drawn back into His rescuing mercy. As a called and ordained servant of 
Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of 
the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

  T  WORD  T 
Introit Psalm 30:2–5; antiphon: vv. 11a, 12b 
P You have turned for me my mourning into dancing; O LORD my God, I will give thanks to You 

forever! 
C O LORD my God, I cried to You for help, and You have healed me. 
P O LORD, You have brought up my soul from Sheol; You restored me to life from among those who 

go down to the pit. 
C Sing praises to the LORD, O you His saints, and give thanks to His holy name. 
P For His anger is but for a moment, and His favor is for a lifetime. Weeping may tarry for the night, 

but joy comes with the morning. 
C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;  
  as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 You have turned for me my mourning into dancing;  
  O LORD my God, I will give thanks to You forever! 

 
Prayer of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Let us pray. 
 Lord Jesus, our Good Shepherd, grant that with all boldness and courage, we may bring our 

petitions to You with the assurance that You love and care for each of us. With Your abiding care, 
grant us every good thing for this life and every blessing in the life to come; for You live with and 
reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
Old Testament Reading T  The Lord God Will Seek Them Out  T Ezekiel 34:11-24 

11“For thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I, I myself will search for my sheep and will seek them out. 
12As a shepherd seeks out his flock when he is among his sheep that have been scattered, so will I seek 
out my sheep, and I will rescue them from all places where they have been scattered on a day of clouds 
and thick darkness. 13And I will bring them out from the peoples and gather them from the countries, 
and will bring them into their own land. And I will feed them on the mountains of Israel, by the ravines, 
and in all the inhabited places of the country. 14I will feed them with good pasture, and on the mountain 
heights of Israel shall be their grazing land. There they shall lie down in good grazing land, and on rich 
pasture they shall feed on the mountains of Israel.  



15I myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, and I myself will make them lie down, declares the Lord 
GOD. 16I will seek the lost, and I will bring back the strayed, and I will bind up the injured, and I will 
strengthen the weak, and the fat and the strong I will destroy. I will feed them in justice. 17“As for you, 
my flock, thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I judge between sheep and sheep, between rams and male 
goats. 18Is it not enough for you to feed on the good pasture, that you must tread down with your feet 
the rest of your pasture; and to drink of clear water, that you must muddy the rest of the water with 
your feet? 19And must my sheep eat what you have trodden with your feet, and drink what you have 
muddied with your feet?   

20“Therefore, thus says the Lord GOD to them: Behold, I, I myself will judge between the fat sheep 
and the lean sheep. 21Because you push with side and shoulder, and thrust at all the weak with your 
horns, till you have scattered them abroad, 22I will rescue my flock; they shall no longer be a prey. And 
I will judge between sheep and sheep. 23And I will set up over them one shepherd, my servant David, 
and he shall feed them: he shall feed them and be their shepherd. 24And I, the LORD, will be their God, 
and my servant David shall be prince among them. I am the LORD; I have spoken.” 
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Anthem of Praise Solo “Loving Shepherd of the Sheep” arr. L. Lenel 
 

Epistle T  Christ Jesus Came to Save Sinners  T 1 Timothy 1:5-17 
5The aim of our charge is love that issues from a pure heart and a good conscience and a sincere 

faith. 6Certain persons, by swerving from these, have wandered away into vain discussion, 7desiring to 
be teachers of the law, without understanding either what they are saying or the things about which 
they make confident assertions.  

8Now we know that the law is good, if one uses it lawfully, 9understanding this, that the law is not 
laid down for the just but for the lawless and disobedient, for the ungodly and sinners, for the unholy 
and profane, for those who strike their fathers and mothers, for murderers, 10the sexually immoral, 
men who practice homosexuality, enslavers, liars, perjurers, and whatever else is contrary to sound 
doctrine, 11in accordance with the glorious gospel of the blessed God with which I have been entrusted.  

12I thank him who has given me strength, Christ Jesus our Lord, because he judged me faithful, 
appointing me to his service, 13though formerly I was a blasphemer, persecutor, and insolent opponent. 
But I received mercy because I had acted ignorantly in unbelief, 14and the grace of our Lord overflowed 
for me with the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. 15The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full 
acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am the foremost. 16But I 
received mercy for this reason, that in me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ might display his perfect 
patience as an example to those who were to believe in him for eternal life. 17To the King of ages, 
immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen. 
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
Holy Gospel T   The Parable of the Lost Sheep  T Luke 15:1-10 

(read responsively…) 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the fifteenth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 

  



P Now the tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near to hear [Jesus]. And the Pharisees and 
the scribes grumbled, saying, “This man receives sinners and eats with them.” So He told them this 
parable: “What man of you, having a hundred sheep, if he has lost one of them, does not leave the 
ninety-nine in the open country, and go after the one that is lost, until he finds it? And when he 
has found it, he lays it on his shoulders, rejoicing. And when he comes home, he calls together his 
friends and his neighbors, saying to them, 

C ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep that was lost.’ 
P Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-

nine righteous persons who need no repentance.  “Or what woman, having ten silver coins, if she 
loses one coin, does not light a lamp and sweep the house and seek diligently until she finds it? 
And when she has found it, she calls together her friends and neighbors, saying, 

C ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found the coin that I had lost.’ 
P Just so, I tell you, there is joy before the angels of God over one sinner who repents.”  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 
 T  Confession of Faith  T The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

He ascended into heaven and sits at the 
     right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living 
and the dead.I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
Sermon Hymn “Jesus Sinners Doth Receive” #609

1 Jesus sinners doth receive; 
    Oh, may all this saying ponder 
Who in sin’s delusions live 
    And from God and heaven wander! 
Here is hope for all who grieve: 
Jesus sinners doth receive. 

 
2 We deserve but grief and shame, 

    Yet His words, rich grace revealing, 
Pardon, peace, and life proclaim; 
    Here our ills have perfect healing. 
Firmly in these words believe: 
Jesus sinners doth receive. 

 

3 Sheep that from the fold did stray 
    No true shepherd e’er forsaketh; 
Weary souls that lost their way 
    Christ, the Shepherd, gently taketh 
In His arms that they may live: 
Jesus sinners doth receive. 

 
4 I, a sinner, come to Thee 

    With a penitent confession. 
Savior, mercy show to me; 
    Grant for all my sins remission. 
Let these words my soul relieve: 
Jesus sinners doth receive. 

Text: tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941,  
  alt.; Erdmann Neumeister, 1671–1756 

Text: Public domain 

 



Sermon
 
Prayer of the Church 
 
Offering—may be left in the offering plates near the doors as you leave.  Those worshipping at home 

may continue to mail or drop off offerings at the church office, and on-line giving is available to 
everyone on our website at www.stpauloaklawn.org. For information about regular electronic 
giving, please contact the church office.   

 
Offertory Meditation 

T  SERVICE of the SACRAMENT  T 
Preface 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord.  
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 
Proper Preface 

P It is good, right, and proper that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, Lord 
our God, because You have called us as Your people and shown us Your kindness. Now confident 
of Your love and assured of Your mercy, we come before You, that we may receive Your blessings 
with heartfelt thanksgiving. Grant us the gift of Your Holy Spirit, that we may receive the body and 
blood of our Lord, assured that it is a guarantee of our salvation and a foretaste of the feast to 
come in Your eternal kingdom. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and praise, together 
with the Son and the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
Praise be to You, gracious Father, for You have shown mercy to Your wandering people by giving Your 
one and only Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have everlasting life. We give You 
thanks for the rescuing work of our Good Shepherd, Jesus Christ, who has found us and claimed us as 
Your own. Enable us to live under His merciful care and receive Him as He now feeds us with His body 
and blood.  In His holy name we pray, Amen.   
 

The Words of Our Lord 
Proclamation of Christ 
P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes. 
C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father… 

 
Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven…  

http://www.stpauloaklawn.org/


Pax Domini 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 

 

T  DISTRIBUTION of the SACRAMENT  T 
 

Piano Selection “Chief of Sinners Though I Be” C. S. Lang 
 
Hymn “Chief of Sinners Though I Be” #611
1 Chief of sinners though I be, 

Jesus shed His blood for me, 
Died that I might live on high, 
Lives that I might never die. 
As the branch is to the vine, 
I am His, and He is mine. 

 
2 Oh, the height of Jesus’ love, 

Higher than the heav’ns above, 
Deeper than the depths of sea, 
Lasting as eternity! 
Love that found me—wondrous thought! 
Found me when I sought Him not. 

 
3 Only Jesus can impart 

Balm to heal the wounded heart, 
Peace that flows from sin forgiv’n, 

Joy that lifts the soul to heav’n, 
Faith and hope to walk with God 
In the way that Enoch trod. 

 
4 Chief of sinners though I be, 

Christ is all in all to me; 
All my wants to Him are known, 
All my sorrows are His own. 
He sustains the hidden life 
Safe with Him from earthly strife. 

 
5 O my Savior, help afford 

By Your Spirit and Your Word! 
When my wayward heart would stray, 
Keep me in the narrow way; 
Grace in time of need supply 
While I live and when I die. 

  Text: William McComb, 1793–1873, alt. 
Text: Public domain

 
Hymn “I Am Jesus’ Little Lamb” #740
1 I am Jesus’ little lamb, 

Ever glad at heart I am; 
For my Shepherd gently guides me, 
Knows my need and well provides me, 
Loves me ev’ry day the same, 
Even calls me by my name. 

 
2 Day by day, at home, away, 

Jesus is my staff and stay. 
When I hunger, Jesus feeds me, 
Into pleasant pastures leads me; 

When I thirst, He bids me go 
Where the quiet waters flow. 

 
3 Who so happy as I am, 

Even now the Shepherd’s lamb? 
And when my short life is ended, 
By His angel host attended, 
He shall fold me to His breast, 
There within His arms to rest. 

Text: Henrietta L. von Hayn, 1724–82;  
tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941 

Text: Public domain 

 
Communion Blessing 
P The true Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul 

to life everlasting.  Depart T in peace.   



Closing Prayer 
Let us pray. 
O God, our faithful Shepherd, in loving-kindness you sent Your only-begotten Son into the world to 
rescue all who wander.  We thank You that for His sake You've given us the peace of Your forgiveness 
at Your Table of mercy. We know that You never fail Your flock, so enable us as we go from here to 
extend the blessings we've received from You to everyone we meet; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Benediction 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 
Closing Hymn “God Bless Our Native Land” #965
1 God bless our native land; 

Firm may she ever stand 
    Through storm and night. 
When the wild tempests rave, 
Ruler of wind and wave, 
Do Thou our country save 
    By Thy great might. 

 

2 So shall our prayers arise 
To God above the skies; 
    On Him we wait. 
Thou who art ever nigh, 
Guarding with watchful eye, 
To Thee aloud we cry: 
    God save the state! 

 
Text (st. 1): Charles T. Brooks, 1813–83, alt.;  

(st. 2): John S. Dwight, 1813–93, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 
Postlude “Postlude in F Major” A. Leupold 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTT 
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS AND THANKS 

Vocalist:  Martha Moeller 
Lector:  Sunday: Audrey Mitchell; Wednesday: Rev. George Mrochen 
Altar Care:  Sunday:  Ruth Diver; Wednesday: Sandy Barry 
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reserved. Used by permission.  Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, 
English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by 
permission. All rights reserved. 

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2022 Concordia Publishing House. 
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Please pray for these members of our St. Paul family: 

Lois Kaminske   Graham Jackson 

Dawn McNicholas  Janet Varnagis 

Janice Przybycien  Kevin Hickey 

Mary Ann Colander  Art Hornburg 

Melva Smith   Roy Hodgeman 

Carol Small   Mike Degidio 

Norma Silinski   Beverly Sellers 

Lenore Curran   Betty Beegle 

Delphine Cherry   Ron Klingensmith 

Louis Frank   Deb Skopec 

Herta Iversen   Loretta Frank 

The Giacobbe Children  Marge Rochlitz 

Ron Hickey   Julie & Larry Gurga 

Ingrid Lesko   Katherine Hice 

Gloria Meyer   Jan Briede 

Delores Stegemann  Warren Miller 

Kurt Seehofer   The Polezoes Family 

Lincoln & Parker Alex  Patricia Murdoch 

Flora Jones   Beverly Fishbaugh 

Betty Kruckow   Cathy Gleason 
 

We pray for those who grieve: 

For Jacquie and Jenny Galligani and all the family and 

friends of their mother and grandmother, Gloria Crook, 

called from this life on September 4.  Services were held 

yesterday/ Saturday.   

We also pray for the family and friends of Mr. Greg Block, 

former teacher here at St Paul, called from this life on 

Friday.  Arrangements are pending. 
 

Announcements & Notes: 

The Board of Stewardship is working hard to plan our 

annual Stewardship emphasis in October.  There 

should be an envelope for you to pick up in the 

narthex.  Please pick that up for yourself and any 

family members. 

The St. Paul Men’s Choir will sing again on Sunday, 

September 18th.  Rehearsal will be held on 

Wednesday, September 14 from 7:15 to 8:30 p.m., 

following the Wednesday evening service.  All men 

are welcome! 

The Ladies Guild Vendor Craft Show is this Saturday, 

September 17 from 9am to 4pm. Help with set up on 

Friday, September 16, beginning at 12 noon is needed. 

Items for the Bake Sale are also needed, and may be 

brought plated and priced on Friday (12 to 5pm) or 

Saturday morning. Sign-up sheets are on clipboards 

on the counter next to the church office. Please come 

and invite or bring friends to shop with you. 

THERE IS A FLYER for the Fall Fest Vendor Craft Show on 

the back cover of this bulletin. 

Please pray for these friends and family of our 

members: 

Andrew Mrochen  Vern Howe 

Eugene Marcinkowski  Roberta & Carlos Owens 

Denise DeLaurentis  Dorothy Kroll 

Barb & Emily Feehan  Mark Fishbaugh 

Bob Hessert   Georgiana Easton 

Jackie Plichta   Patricia Paulsen 

Ken Kruckow   Janet Trierweiler 

Alan Hecke   Vicki Warren 

Matt Favero   Sandra Wilson 

Michelle Mitchell  Al Silinski 

Pam Palhegyi   Carol Milazzo 

Rich Huscher   The Lamberth Family 

Jerry Gross   Brenda Gurgel 

Gloria Folsom   Mary Beth Pasqua 

Shirley Fairchild   Simeon Hoppe 

Ron Lunt   Christopher Kosary 

Sandy Plath   Iris McCoy 

Shirley Demyres   Raquel Rameriz 

Nick & Bridget DeAngelo Henry Bonder 

Kim & Shawn Skelton, Sr. Kyle Hughes 

Elaine Hoffstetter  Fred Raddatz 

Allyson Seehofer  Selma Carmichael 

Bernadette & Rich Trusk  Dana Kahn 

Donald Hakanson  Guillermo Ramirez 

Paul Noffke   Sue Sortino 

Pam Brown   Lisa Sanders 

Shawn Harland   Ann Herold 

Barb Potter   Wayne Volk 

Charley Heitz   Sharon Bryant 

Doris Potts   Brad Benfield 

Doreen Holford   Janice Hernandez 

Judy Collins   Phyllis Hicks 

Maryann Krieg (Wilke)  Pam Kirk 

Jimmy Kennedy, Jr.  Monica Iversen 

Cathy Becker   Ken Matz 

Jean & Al Zirbel   Heather & Josh Turro 

Mary Ann Rafidi   Pastor Mark Willig 

Joe Thomas   Paul Moeller 

Debbie Guarascio  Sophia Salus 

Justin & Ashley Fasel  Frank Coglinase 

Nora Maculitis   Gene Wawrzynikowski 

Kimberly Rooney  Rhonda Scott 

Robert Gonzalez  Theresa Kostecki 

 

 

 

Please let the church office know when your need for 

our congregational prayers is over (708) 423-1040.



 
 


